
Fire and EMS 101

Informational Briefing on 
Fire Department Terms







Engine – Get water to the fire

Pump that will flow 1000-2000 gallons per minute (GPM)
Tank with capacities of 500-1000 gallons
Some will have a foam cell/tank
Minimal ladders
Supply line, 3”, 4” or 5”
Attack lines normally 1 ¾”, 2” and 2 ½”
Other small tools and appliances

ENGINE



Engine/Tanker and Tanker

Bring the water!

1500-3500+ gallon tanks
Pumps and discharge chutes and minimal 
hose

Engine/tankers meet engine company and 
tanker specifications



Trucks and Towers

Special Service

Elevated master streams

Search & Rescue
Salvage & Overhaul

100’ reach
Towers have a “bucket” at 
the end of the ladder

All carry a large 
compliment of ground 
ladders of varied length



Rescue Units and Rescue Squads

Special Service

Rescue Units meet engine and Squad Specs

Rescue squads are a big tool box
Support fire ground and rescue operations

Large compliment of auto extraction equipment



EMS Units

Will be referred to as an ambulance, medic or paramedic. This is defined by the equipment and 
training level of the crew. Most are equipped at the paramedic level, but may be staffed differently, 
depends on availability of volunteers and paid staffing levels.



Brush Units and Utility/Support Vehicles

Brush Units
Woods and field fires

Small tanks and 
pumps, hand tools

Utilities
Transport additional 
personnel on EMS 
calls, training or pick 
up equipment after a 
fire

Support vehicles
ATV and trailer



HAZMAT 30 and DECON 30
Housed at Station 10

ATR 30
Housed at Station 6

Boat 13

Dive Unit 13

Housed and owned by Station 13



Unit Radio Designations
• Engines are numbered first and/or second number is the station number. The last 

number can end in 1-4.
– Engine 101 = station 10 (New Windsor) and the 1 designates it as an engine
– Engine 23 = station 2 (Hampstead) and the 3 designates it as an engine
– Engine/Tanker 84 = station 8 (Union Bridge) and the 4 designates it as an engine/tanker

• Brush units, the last numbers are 5 and 6
– Brush 15 = station 1 (Mt. Airy) and the 5 designates a brush unit
– Brush 125 = station 12 (Sykesville) and the 5 designates a brush unit

• Rescues, Rescue Squads, Ladder, Trucks, Towers and Tankers  just use the station 
number

– Rescue 5 = station 5 (Taneytown) Truck 2 = station 2 (Hampstead)
– Rescue Squad 8 = station 8 (Union Bridge) Tower 12 = station 12 (Sykesville)
– Ladder 5 = station 5 (Taneytown) Tanker 6 = station 6 (Pleasant Valley)

• Ambulances, Medic and Paramedic units first and/or second number is the station 
number. The last number can end in 7-9.

– Ambulance 99 = station 9 (Reese) Medic 37 = station 3 (Westminster)
– Paramedic 149 = station 14 (Winfield)

• Utility, Chief, ATV, Car are all just the station number.
– ATV 4 = station 4 (Manchester) Utility 7 = station 7 (Lineboro)
– Car 9 = station 9 (Reese) Chief 3 = station 3 (Westminster)



Links

Scanner Radio App available on cell phones and via this URL
https://www.broadcastify.com/webPlayer/19917

CCVESA – Links to all 14 county fire departments
Carroll County Volunteer Emergency Services Association (ccvesa.org)

Carroll County IAFF 5184 – Union webpage
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 5184 - IAFF Local 5184 
(iaff5184.org)

Fire Department Glossary of Terms
Firefighting and Rescue Service Dictionary / Glossary /Lexicon (fireserviceinfo.com)

Fire Department Abbreviations and Acronyms
300 Plus Abbreviations & Acronyms Every Firefighter Should Know | Firehouse

https://www.broadcastify.com/webPlayer/19917
https://www.ccvesa.org/content/Links/
https://www.iaff5184.org/
http://www.fireserviceinfo.com/glossary.html
https://www.firehouse.com/careers-education/article/10504968/300-plus-abbreviations-acronyms-every-firefighter-should-know
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